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we tination of mankind at death, are not contained in the 
y , COGITATIONS | over the whole christian church, undér the pretence of] scriptures will be made to appear in the following pages, 
MOMEN TAR* - TA sii | being St. Peter’s successor or bishop of Rome, (when | after a short preamble, in which it will be shown that 


yOUR MAIN PILLARS GF FALSEHOOD DESTROYED BY | 
SCRIPTURE, TRUTH AND REASON, 


It is a matter of astonishment and regret that in a 
and of civil and religious freedom, where equal rights | 


are impartially enjoyed, and free toleration grants fo} which fortune threw in their way, by using that artful 


all, the privilege of reading, thinking and speaking for | 
themselves ; that so many should hecome the votaries of 
human caprice, or bow in menial servitude to the shrine 
of clerical despotism. It was not so wonderful, at a 
time when the usurpations of monarchical mstitutions 
drew the outlines of public opinion, and men must think 
as did the Pope or cease to think, that darkness should 
cover the earth and gross darkness the people; but for 
men, in this enlightened age, with all the advantages of 
arudition and science, to cultivate, improve and strength- 
en the natural genius of the mind; hoJding the word of 
God in one hand and the confidence of the people in the 
other, to arrogate the exclusive privilege, to brand with 
contumely all who dissent from them in opinion, and 
pronounce upon them the most uncharitable and oppro- 
bious epithets,, or endless execrations, can be no less 
than sacreligious aggressors of gospel] liberty. But by 
the influence of burning enthusiasm, or blinded bigotry 
which has been scattered among the credulous mobility, 
by those who teach for doctrine the traditions of men ; 
each denominatoin almost without exception has sought 
with rapacity, a privilege to condemn the other; by 
means of which religious persecutions have ravaged the 
earth, and the blood of millions has marked their steps. 

Thus these clerical scorpions, like the host of locuste 
that come up ont of the smoke that issued from tie bot- 
tomless pit, destroy the daily earnings of the simple, and 
hesitate not to reduce to cruelty and death all who 
would not strike to their colours, and be regulated by 
their standard, governed by their laws, and measured 
by their rule; and not content with this, dogmatically 
pronounce the sentence of unmercifel, never-ending 
misery upon them ; take from God’s hand the balance 
and the rod, rejudge his justice, and was their power 
equal to the aspiring ambition of their heart, would be 
ithe god of God; and all this for what? to publish the 
gospel of peace and glad tidings to all people? no! but 
to establish a religious monopoly ; to sell to the credu- 
ious living vain pravers for the dead, to make traffick of 
velicion, and merchandise of the kingdom of God. And 


| St. Peter was never at Rome im his life.) took sxbordi- 


, siding at Constantinople, and employed them as iwstru- 





the illusion which this laconic work is intended to over- 
throw and extirpate from the minds of all who will in- 
dulge it with a candid and impartial perusal, is that which 
originated in the pride of man, grew with his ambition 
and increased with the strength of votaries; it was not 
primarily established by arguments drawn from scripture 
and reason; but by a recourse to the engines of torture 
and the weapons of death; as all may know by ad- 
yerting to the history which appertains to the estab- 
lishment of the church at Rome, and of all its: de- 
acendants ever since. A Calvin's thrist for blood 





could not be saticited until he drew it from the heart of 
Serveius. And the blood of many of our countrymen | 
ean rise up in testimony against the unwarrantable crus | 
elties which accompanied the religious crusades of the 
same order, in the first establishment of the American | 
farcily ; and had not civil policy checked the progress ; 
of religious intolerance; the guillotine, the wheel, the | 
rack. the scaffold and the burning piles, would be intro- 
duced to aid religiops murderers to persecution and | 
death; and adopted as_ political engines to coerce the 
populace to @ compliance with their creeds and iron) 
yokes when God and their conscience tell them it ts 

wrong. ‘The doctrine of endless misery was not known 

in the days of the aposile; but was introduced by Ro- 

mish clergy; ond by their elevation to power and axe) 
elusive privileges ; it gained almost a universe: crecence ; | 
thouch not by their piety nor knowleden » but by the | 
power invested in them by the bishop of Rome in oh | 
16th coninry, when whatsoever, related to the church 


‘once did to the Pope, for an explanation of it. 


until that takes place, superstition and prieteraft will 


nate bishops from under the Roman €mperors, then re- 


ments of popery to establish a wniversal monarchy. 
They, by availing themselves of every circumstance 


intrigue so congenial to their nature, borrowing and al- 
tering the mtes and ceremonies of the heathen world ; 
biased the credulous minds of barbarians in their favour 
and slowly erected the fabrick of their power; which‘&t 
first was an object of veneration and afterwards of ter- 
ror, oppression and cruelty. A monarchy was now es- 
tablished, and as endless misery and monarchy are twin 
children; all who would not yield submission to the 
motley images of priestly invention, fell a victim to their 
more than savage barbarity ; death was their immediate 
portion here, and the promisé of a priest, that endless 
misery should be the legacy of their days forever. This 
is a short hint at the orign of the doctrine, and I will 
now state that from its visible appearance at the present 
day it still retains its first texture and original materials. 
But a word to the wise is sufficient. 

Learning therefore that this unmerciful sentiment first 
gained elevation by regal authority, and was defended 
by the sword, the burning pile, the rack, and gullotine, 
and not from logical ferences drawn from scripture and 
reason; we are not surprised to find it predicated on 
those dogmas which are not found in revelation nor de- 
ducible from reason, viz. 

lst. The unalterable destination of man at death. 

2d. The total depravity of mankind. 

3d, The infinite nature of sin. . And 

4th. The justice of God requitts the endless misery 
of all mankind. 

Now all these statements are the fruits of speculation, 
and are neither expressed nor intimated in scriptures of 
sacred truth, but were imposed upon the world of man- 
kind in the dark ages of popery, when the bible was 
concealed from the common class of the community, 
and all holy things were intrusted to the Pope and his 
secular clergy, who made pretence to infallibility, and 
all that they said was law and gospel; and to dispute 
its authenticity was an unpar‘onoblesin, for » hich they 
were cruelly tormented in this world, and threatened 
with endless misery in the next. Now it was some- 
thing in these days as it is now, what was lawful 
and right for the clergy, was an infinite crime in oth- 





ers; and the Pope stood in the same relation to bish- 
ops of Rome, as the Saybrook platform does to modern } 
priests ; for whatever the Pope said, was received by | 
every member of the synod, and declared through all 
Rome, and the people must believe it or die; and it is 
something so now, for whatever was lain down as truth 
by the Saybrook platform or in the Westminster cate-! 
chism becomes the clergyman’s bible and every body 
must believe it, or else be damned first by him, and next 
by God. Now all thatis necessery in order to extricate 
ourselves from these traditions which are handed down 
to us from the clergy, and which are the legitimate off- 
springs of the Rommuish church, is to read the bible for; 
ourselves instead of first going to the minister, as they | 
Would 
men search the scriptures impartially, and exercise the 
same judgment and reason upon this as they do upon 
other subjects, more just and natural inferences would 
be drawn from that rich and invaluable treasure. And 





sport with the senses, and judgment, and fortunes of 
men. Now the four statements, which I have before 
mentioned, on which the doctrine of eternal, never-end- 
ing misery is predicated, show plainly to every candid 
mind, that this doctrine is not contained im the sacred 
pages ; for had it been, its advocates would never have 
resorted to mere assertions for its main pillars, without 
one single passage of divine testimony to prove such 
statements true. That the doctrine of the four state- 





| Israel and forgiveness of sins.” 


the most general and pointed arguments, brought against 
the doctrine of universal grace, by the advocates of lim- 
ited redemption, and salvation, have never touched the 
point at issue. For the very things which are brought 
to disprove the doctrine of universal holiness and hap 
piness, we equally adopt ourselves to prove it; and it 
follows of course that all the arguments brought forward 
against Universalism is only calculated to disprove that 
which no Universalist believes. Now it is earnestly con- 
tended that Universalism cannot be true because no man 
can be saved in his sins. No Universalist believes that 
mankind will be saved in their sins, or can be saved 
while they remain sinne y more than one who is 
dead can enjoy the bles of life, or while living can 
be saved from death if overwhelmed in water. But the 
believe in the Babe of Bethlehem, ‘whose name sh 
be called Jesus for he shall save his people from their 
sins,’ not in them; ‘ for unto you first God hath raised 
up his son Jesus, and hath sent him to bless you in turn- 
ing away every one of you from his iniquity ;”’ not that 
he shall turn them away in their iniquity, but from them. 
Some believe that this implies a willingness in Christ Je- 
sus to save all from sin, and turn away all from their in- 
iquity ; but then all his people do not give their consent 
that Christ should rule and reign over them, nor never 
will. And the Universalist believes that the testimony 
is true concerning the son of David, that * thy people 
shall be willing in the day of thy power; and that all 
souls are the Lord’s, “* as the soul of the son so also the 
soul of the father is mine.”? ‘T’o the accusation, there- 
fore, that the Universalist believes that all men will be 
saved in thei> sins, we plead not guilty ; but urge the 
faithfulness of him that promised, “to finish sin, put an 
end to transgression, make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in an everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision of the prophesy, and anoint the most holy ; 
that Christ according to the promise, should be the sal- ? 
vation of God even to the ends of the earth.” Again, 
when drawing their arguments against the doctrine of 
universal goodness, they contend that no person can be 
saved without repentance and faith ; as though the Uni- 
versalist disbelieved in the scripture doctrine of faith and 
repentance ; when the fact is, that the Universalist be- 
lieves it as much impossible for a man, short of repent- 
ance and faith, to enjoy the gift of salvation through 
Christ, as it is for a blind man to enjoy the light of the 
morning, or to distinguish with precision the difference 
between colours. But we believe to the joy of our 
souls in him that hanged on a tree, whom the * Lord 
hath exalted with his right hand to give repentance to 
Nor do we doubt the 
authenticity of that portion of sacred testimony which 
saith, ‘* then hath God also, to the Gentiles granted re- 
pentance unto life.” Hence we find that the repentance 
and forgiveness of sins unto Israel, and the repentance 
unto life of the Gentiles, is that which will be given un- 





. to us, or in other words, an application of that gift will 


be made to us, by the mediation of Him of whom it was 
said, ‘it is a light thing that thou shouldst be my ser- 
vent to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved of Israel; I will also give thee for a light to 
the Gentiles that they mayest be my salvation unto the 
ends of the earth.” Now I consider that genuine re- 
pentance towards God, is the natural produotion of a 
true and living faiih which works by love and purifies 
the heart ; which faith spontaneously grows from a right 
understanding of those divine assurances and testimoni- 
als, which make a commendation of the infinite goodness 
of God; and consequently, both repentance and faith 
concentre in this sacred phraseology, “ the goodness of 
(;0¢ leadeth to repentance.” And as no mancan have 
genuine repentance towards God, without a living faith 
in him, so no man can have this without inyine evi- 
dence of God’s goodness and loving kindnest which en- 
dure forever; nor can he resist faith when ruch evidence 
is given, any more than a Paul could resist the evidend 
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with which he met while pursuing to Damascus, or a 
Peter the instruction of a sheet let down from heaven 
knit at four corners ; ora Thomas when be could thrust 
his hand into the side and feel the wound. The reason 
why all men do not believe, is because of the blindness 
of their eyes, or the veil that was spread over all nations, 
or the coveriug cast over all people. But when the 
promise of God is fulfilled, as recorded in Isaiah xxv. 
7, 8, in the which “* he will destroy the face of the cov- 
ering cast over all people and the veil that is spread 
over all nations ; he will swallow up death in victory ; 
and the Lord God will wipe tears from off all faces ; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from 
off all the earth; for the mouth of the Lord hath spok- 
enit.”” And ‘*in,that day shall the deaf hear the words 
of the book, and the blind shall see out of obscurity 
and out of darkness ;* ‘all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God” and “rise up and call him blessed.” Every 
consistent Universalist believes also, that, ** except a 
ronan be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God;” 
and that it is as much impossible for any man to enjoy, 
or enter into the kingdom, who is not born of God ; 
‘from above and of the spirit; as it is for a person who 
is naturally deaf, to enjoy cOnversation in innocent so- 
cial circles, or understand and realize the harmony of 
sounds. And still by our opposers it is often urged that 
the Universalist deny the doctrine of the new birth.— 
But this is not the case, we only deny the vain tradi- 
tions of the werld, by which, the doctrine of the new 
birth is adulterated ; and virginity polluted. We 






believe from the centre of earts, that according to 
scripture, ‘* Christ is the boru from the dead ;” 
‘* among many brethren ;’ and of every creature ; and 
in so believing, our souls yive glory to God. 

The doctrine of the new birth, is expressed in the 
scripture, in 4 diversity of phraseologies. Such as ‘* be- 
ing enlightened in the understanding ;” ‘* renewed in 
the spirit of our minds ;” ‘+ being begotten to a lively 
hope ;” ** putting on the new man ;” ** quickened from 
the dead;” ‘“*created anew in Christ; ‘* becoming 
new creatures.” Now it follows of course, that all, 
who are enlightened in the understanding, possessing 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and repentance towards 
God, are born of God. ‘* For whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God; short of which 
no man can be a new creature. Now all that can be 
necessary, in order to prove that ALL will eventually 
have faith in Christ, and manifest the evident tokens of 
repentance towards God ; and that all will experience 
the new birth, and pass from death unto life, is to prove 
that all will eventually become new creatures. 

Now as;** the children of the flesh are not the chil- 
dren of God,’ we conclude that the children of God 
are new creatures; and as many hereafter become the 
children of God, will become new creatures, as a nat- 
ural consequence. The only thing now to be proved, 
is, whether the whole intelligent creation will become 
the children of God or not. Now look at this; the 
earnest expectations of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature 
was made subject to vanity not willingly but by reason 
of him who hath subjected the same in hope; because 
the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption unto the glorious liberty to the chil- 
dren of God. And not only they (i.e. thé whole cre- 
ation) but ourselves also which have the first fruits of 
the spirit, groan within ourselves waiting for adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body. Now if the apos- 
tle is to be reiied on, then the whole creation of man- 
kind will ultimately become the children of God; and 
consequently new creatures; or be born again. Al- 
though the text cited is sufficient to establish the fact, 
yet as two witnesses are better than one, we will cite 
one more instance which to every unprejudiced mind 
gatries incontrovertible evidence to substantiate this 
fact; and that is, that all will be gathered together in 
Christ; which if done will place the subject beyond 
the possibility of doubt; for, ‘if any man be in Christ 
Jesus he is a new creature.” As a proof of which the 
following is a specimen; ‘* having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will according to his own good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 

together in one all things in Christ both which are in 
heaven and which are in earth, even in him.» Now 
if all things in heaven and in earth, are gathered togeth- 
er in Christ, then one half of them are not of him; and 
if all are in him then they are new creatures, children 
of God, and born again, so that ‘* there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is nei- 
ther male nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ Je- 
sus And if ye be-Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed 
and heirs according to the promise.’» Observe, Paul 


nor free, male nor female, for they are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And if any man be in Christ he is a new crea- 
ture.’ And that is not afl neither; for if ye are in 
Christ, you are in the truth, for he is truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. And this is not all; but if 
you are in Christ then ye are in the way which leadeth 
unto mount Zion, and unto the city of God the heav- 
enly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of an- 
gels, to the general assembly and church of the first 
born which are written in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling which speaketh better things 
than that of Abel; for he said, ‘* 1] am the way.’ And 
that is not all; for if you are in him, you are in the 
light ; for he said, **1 am the light of the world; he 
that followeth me shall not see darkness but shall have 
the light of life.” And not only so ; but ye are in the 
life, fer, “1 am the way, the truth and the life ; and 
no man cometh to the Father but by me; ‘“ lam 
the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me 
although he were dead yet shall he live, and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die, believest 
thou this?” We therefore find that they shall all be 
in the truth, the light, and the life; and they shall not 
see darkness nor death ; but are passed from death un- 
te life; *‘ ye are all one in Christ Jesus.°’ Having 
made these few remarks we now come to a considera- 
tion of the four statements proposed for discussion. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


LETTER TO REV. MR. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. Epitor,—in your last Magazine I observed the 
remarks which were written by you, and addressed to 
the Rey. Witni1aAm WinciAms of Wrentham. Feeling 
injured in consequence of the Rey. gentleman’s impro- 
per conduct towards me, and thinking it my duty to ad- 
dress him on the subject, I hand you the following let- 
ter ‘or publication. I bad it in contemplation at first, 
to send it by mail; but considering that his remarks 
were publicly proclaimed, and that your letter to him 
was published, | concluded that it would be better to 
publish this also. Fam in hopes that the people whom 
he so prodigiously deceived, may be favoured with an 
opportunity of perusing it; and that we may be satis- 
fied that the Rev. gentleman had an opportunity, I re- 
quest you to send him a copy of the Magazine which 
contains it. Ww. 


To the Rev. Witt1AmM Wixiiams, of Wrentham, 


Sirn,— Through the goodness of God I have been 
made acquainted with some observations, which you 
published from your pulpit, on Sunday, the 25th June, 
touching some sentiments advanced by me, on the 
204th page of the Ist volume of the Universalist Mag- 
azine. Being fully persuaded that you, either inten- 
tionally or unintentionally misconstrued my meaning, 
and predicated some remarks prejudicial to the cause 
of Universalism upon this misconstruction, I feel it my 
duty to write you a few lines, designed to rectify your 
erroneous opinion. 

My mind, at the time J wrote that little piece, was 
much affected by a consideration of the mutability of 
all earthly things; and as I intellectually traced the 
progress of mortals from the cradle to the grave, I saw, 
or thought | saw many who rested their hope of salva- 
tion ou something beside the true and self-existent 
God. Among the things on which I supposed too ma- 
ny trusted, was this conversion spoken of, which, I still 
think some people prize more highly, as a surety for 
their salvation, than they do God himself. 1 did not 
suppose that it was not necessary for the sinner to be 
converted from the error of his ways, in order to find 
happiness ; for if I had, I should have confronted the 
bible, which says, **the way of transgressors is hard ;” 
bat f supposed that some credulous, self-righteous be- 
ings, who thought they were the selected favourites of 
God, passed heedless]y by divine goodness, and said, 
** Lord, | thank thee, that I am not as other men are.” 
In the 18th chapter of Luke, we have a parable, which 
Christ spake unto those who trusted in their conver- 
sion, and were of course self-righteous. If you will be 
kind enough to read that chapter, sir, you will see that 
that Pharisee had exalted ideas of himself, and preach- 
ed his good works; but still he was not justified ; while 





declares, that there is neither Jew nor Greek, nor bond 


cried, God be merciful to me a sinner, and still went 
down to his house justified rather than the other. 

We Rey. Sir, see many of these people in our days. 
We hear them publickly telling about their new birth, 
new heart, new nature, &c. which plainly demonstrates 
that they worship and serve the creature more than the 
Creator; and change the incorruptible God into an 
image. These modern Pharisees appear to glory in pro- 
| mulgating their own goodness ; they sound a trnmpet 
| before them, as the hypocrites did iv the synagogues 
ithat they might be heard of men. We every day hea 
| them saying, this man has been converted, and tha 
| man has not; this man is an orthodox preacher, and 
that man is a preacher of licentiousness ; we trclieve 
the truth, Universalists do not believe in conversion. 
It was to people similar to these, that Jesus Christ ad- 
dressed the following words: ‘* Judge not, that ye be 
not judged ; for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again. Aud, why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye? Or, how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, let me pull out the mote out of thine 
eye ; and behold, a beam is in thine owneye? Thou 
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; 
and then thou shalt see clearly to cast the mote out of 
thy brother’s eye.—Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he ‘that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say unto me, in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy pame? and in 
thy name cast out devils, and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work in- 
iquity. ‘Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings o 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken unto a wise man 
which built his house upon a rock; and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house, and it fell not; for it was found- 
ed upon arock. And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon the house, and it 
fell; aud great was the fall of it.” 

These thoughts were on my mind, when | wrote that 
litt poem. And when I was reflecting upon the 
proneness of mankind to forsake God, and place their 
trust on something which could not afford security and 
never-ending support, the words of the Psalmist occur- 
ed to me with pleasant sensations. ** Trust in the Lord, 
and do good ; so shalt thou dwellin the land, and ver- 
ily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord ; 
and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord ; (rust aiso in hum, and he 
shall bring it to pass.”” 

Having stated to you the feelings which induced me 
to write that Jittle piece, and thinking that you must 
acknowledge that they were agreeable to virtue and 
religion, | shall now proceed Ao inform you how I think 
you erred in your anmimadversions. 

I must complain of your ungenerosity in extracting 
two lines, and rehearsing them to your hearers without 
their connexion. In doing this you deceived them, and 
injured me. But, even taking the subject in the way 
you did, you cannot support your assertion, which was, 
** Universalists go not believe in conversion.” 

Conversion, what an empty word! 
Place not your trust on things like this. 

This is the way you quoted the lines, unconnected 
with the remainder of the subject. Can it be infered 
from this, that Universalists do not believe in conver- 
sion? Is there evidence bere to support your asser- 
tion? No, sir; not the least shadow of positive evi- 
dence. Prejudice might, I will acknowledge, by keep- 
ing the author’s meaning in the dark, and commenting 
upon these two lines deceitfully, cast a gloom over 
the subject, and make your deduction eppear some- 
what reasonable to a superficial observer; but when 
minute, discriminating examination is brought to the 
test, nothing appears to support your assertion. 

Put the verse together, and, instead of its going to 
establish your conclusion, it supposes a conversion ne- 
cessary, provided a person has trusted in any thing, in 
preference to the Lord our God. 

Conversion, what an empty word ! 
Place not your trust on things like this ; 
Rest on your faith, repos’d in God, 
Twill lead you to eternal bliss, 

Add the next verse to this, and my conclusion is 
proved by irrefragable testimony. 

In God then brethren cast your ware, 
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the other trusted in God, relied upon the mercy of God, 





** Free to redeem, and strong to save ,” 


Sone: 


Ee 














Ve Fr “TS 


FTE 9 aE: See a 


COE ETE 








_ tend that all mankind are born into the world under the 





se Se eetheenaeme nner ee 


RE ELLE TREY PSE ETE RE LE EA I RP SE 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





a RR A 


| ie 
REIL TSS IT EA TE IE EST TEL TT EE, 


ve 








He'll guide thro? life’s perplexing snare, 
And give you peace beyond the grave. 

Is not the meaning obvious? How could this be 
misrepresented, unless it was done wilfully? Did 1 
not say, that conversion was an empty name on which 
to trust implicitiy, avd then direct to the Lord of hosts, 
who is ** free to redeem and strong to save’?? The 
soripinces say, ** come unto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy loden, aud I will give you rest..?> Can it 
not ve infered from this, that conversion is the very act 
of turning to trustin God? If so, you should, instead of 
telling your hearers that Universalists did not believe 
in it, have told them, that you had obtained evidence 

tfa person really believes himself to be one of the 
cleet, and thinks he can look down upon his neighbor, 
and say, stand thou by I am holier than thou, unless 
you are converted as | have been, you cannot go where 
jam going; I say,-if a person really believes such 
things as these, does he not trust implicitly on his con- 
version? Does he trust in that God who is love? whose 
tender mercies are over all his works? Would not that 
man need be born again, before he could enter the 
kingdom of heaven? Yet, glory to God, he cannot 
enter that happy place, with such feelings as these. 
When death assails him, and pronounces his unaltera- 
ble mandate, mine thou art, bis platform will fall from 





under him, that kind of conversion will afford him no} 
comfort, he will find he has cast his anchor in the ves-' 
sel that carried it, and the tide of dissolution will sweep | 
them both away; the mercy of God will be his only | 
support, to bear him safely through the dark valley of! 
the shadow of death, to that glorious haven, which his 
partial feelings had prompted him to deny to every one | 
who had not been converted as he had. 

Dear sir, have I not a right to claim a recantation 
from you, to soothe my lacerated feelings. You have | 
grossly misrepresented my sentiments, and attacked | 
the cause of truth, with deception, calumnly and abuse; 
for it is absolutely impossible for any person who has 





arrived to years of discretion, to mistake the author's 
meaning, if he carefully peruses the piece ; but, for | 
a person of your age, to draw the conolusion you did, | 
is preposterously absurd. I earnestly request you, sir, 
to peruse the letter of the Rev. Editor of the Magazine, 
with sincerity and circumspection. Feel towards me 
as you do towards yourself; for you must know | pos- 
sess feelings of sensibility. I am, sir, but a young man; 
superficially acquainted with the manners of men. HM 
I have stated any thing wrong, excuse wy imperfec- 
tions, attribute it to the want of experience ; for I de- 
sire to be governed by the Saviour’s golden rule—do 
unto others, as you would that others should do unto 
you. May we both of us feel grateful to God for his 
goodness, which we see in the death of his Son, and 
lively munifestations of which we have, in the works of 
creation and providence. May we always exhivit a 
spirit of christian charity to all our fellow men; and 
when we are recognized among the redeemed family of 
man, may the praise of God be our theme forever. 
Your’s, with due reverence, W. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MORAL REFLECTIONS. 

WE have exerted ourselves in the demonstration of 
national and patriotic feelings, in the celebration of the 
great anniversary of our National Independence. Free- 
dom from tyranny and oppression, and the enjoyment 
of rational liberty, are subjects which have called into 
action many noble sentiments and feelings. Let us now 
turn our thoughts to the consideration of our religious 
and moral standing. Are we free and independent in 
a religious sense? Or are we slaves to the traditions of 
bigotry and superstition? Do not thousands of Ameri- 
cans, who glory in the political doctrine of the equal 
rights of man, profess to believe in a creed which teach- 
es that God created some of the human family to glori- 
fy him in the enjoyments of everlasting bliss, and others 
to glorify him in endless woe? Are there not many @- 
song us, who glory in that declaration, that all men are 
born free, in a political sense, and yet tenaciously con- 





bondage of sin occasioned by Adam’s transgression? 
Do not many who deny the political doctrine of hered- 


of hereditary moral guilt? Are we free from the tyran- 
ical reign of our blind passions? Are we free and inde- 
pendent in a moral sense? Or do we live slaves to those 
vices which degrade our nature, enfeeble our faculties, 
and torture our consciences? How trifling wonld be 
the oppressions of an earthly monarch compared with 
the severity of the cruel servitude of sin! 

God grant that the independence of our nation may 
remain forever; and may his mercy be manifested in 
our deliverance from the tyranny, error, aud cruel ser- 
vitude of sin. 
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TO * PRIESTLEY.” 

Sir,—Out of your rejoinder, in the last Magazine, we 
shall select some particulars, om which we wish to be- 
stow as much notice as may be necessary to give 4 pro- 
per direction to further inquiry. You “‘ ask for a defi- 
nition of personal identity’ ; and proceed to argue, that 
‘* if it includes the idea of remembering the deeds done 
in the body, from the beginning of our rational existence, 
so long as we shall exist, that it is reasonable and scrip- 
tural to believe that we shall feelingly remember, in 
the future world, all our good deeds done in this, and 
likewise all our bad ones; the former with pleasure 
and delight; the latter, with remorse and displeasure ; 
and thus be rewarded and punished in the established 
course of nature and divine providence, exactly accord- 
ing to the deeds done in the body.” 

However plausible, dear sir, this reasoning may ap- 
pear, at first view, we think on a careful examination, 
that it requires more tobe said, than you have offered 
to render it entirely safe to adopt your conclusions, 

With a view to come directly to the subject, we say 
that we dispute its being either reasonable or scriptural 
to believe that we shall, in the future world and to all 
eternity, remember our evil deeds, done in this world, 
‘* with remorse and displeasure.” And we further add, 
that we do not believe that our happiness in the eternal 
world will be derived from a recollection of our good 
works done in this. If yon, dear sir, are as sure that 
your reasoning is good on this subject, as the manner of 
your writing seems to indicate, you will not fail to fa- 
vour us with a sample of your reasoning by which you 
support your system; and furthermore, we expect you 
will present us, from the scripture testimony, undoubt- 
ed authority for such a belief. We readily grant that 
our recollection, while here in the flesh, of the wrongs 
which we have done, gives us mental pain, while the re- 
memberance of good actions affords us rational satisfac- 
tion. But here, dear sir, we should do well to call up 
certain questions, a fair investigation of which will as- 
sist us in understanding the wisdom and goodness of our 
Creator, in so constituting us, that we should be subject 
to sorrow and gladness from such causes. Is it because 
our heavenly Father delights in those feelings of torture, 
which afflict the mind with the remembrance of wrongs, 
that he has so constituted us? We are sure that the 
rational views which you entertain, of the divine good- 
ness, will not allow you to answer this question in the 
affirmative. Then let us ask why he, who is all goodness, 
has rendered the feelings of our hearts vulnerable to 
sorrow for wrongs committed? ‘The answer is evident ; 
it is so, in order to bring us to repentance and reforma- 
tion, and that it may operate to guard us from indulg- 
ing those temptations which would lead us to repeat the 
same crimes. It is not because God takes pleasure in 
the pain which we feel from a contusion of our flesh, 
that he has subjected us to this pain; bui it is so, that 
it may keep us on our guard to avoid being wounded, 
and to incite us to heal a wound already received, as 
soon as possible. When one, who bas at sometime re- 
ceived a most painful wound, recollects the accident, it 
produces a most disagreeable feeling through the whole 
system of the body; and this feeling will naturally ren- 
der him cautious to avoid danger. But, my dear sir, 
will it be necessary in an immortal state to have the 





itary priviledged orders among men, held to the notion 


same feelings excited by » remembrance of the 


wound? Shall we in the eéernal world need these 
warnings to excite our caution? If this mortal ever 
puts on immortality, will the immortal constitution be 
subject to those contusions which wound our dying 
flesh? You will, no doubt, acknowledge that the im- 
mortal state will not be subject to these infirmities.— 
Then what benefit can be derived from the continuance 
of this disagreeable sensation produced by a recollection 
of an accident which happened to the mortal body? By 
this reasoning in relation to our physical or natural ex- 
istence, we are directed to understand why God has so 
constituted our moral state, in this world, as that the 
recollection of moral wrong should give us mental pain. 
But in order to carry the necessity of this mental pain 
into the eternal world, we must suppose that we shall 
there be subject to temptation, which if not guarded a- 
gainst, by the painful recollection of wrongs done in a 
mortal state, will be indulged to the defiling of owr mo- 
ral characters. A train of reasoning similar to this, on 
the subject of our recollecting our good deeds with plea- 
sing sensations, will eventuate in a similar conclusion. 
We shall not attempt to show, that the argument 
which you have presented us, is no more favoured by 
the testimony of scripture than it is by reason; for we 
should not be required to do this until] you shall have 
on which you rest those con- 


presented those pas 
the endless wretchedness of 


clusions, which emb 
every true penitent! 

Having thus noticed the essence of your rejoinder, 
we will only add one argument, which naturally grows 
from a statement of yours. You say; ** Where Joseph 
says to his brethren, ** Now, therefore be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me,” he meant 
undoubtedly to comfort them all in his power.” Now, 
dear sir, what does this statement amount‘to? Does it 
not suppose that if it had been in the power of Joseph to 
do away every painful feeling of his brothers’ minds he 
would have willingly done it? And that it would have 
been morally right so to do? If so, are you prepared to 
say, that he, who organized our moral nature, and can 
controul every faculty of the soul as he pleases, cannot 
in his own time and way, erase every painful {ee.ing 
from the heart that shall forever love and adore him? 
Especially if in that immortal world there will exist no 
temptations nor corresponding passions which would 
lead into sin, if not held back by the painful recollection 
of crime long ago repented of and forgiven ? 
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To Correspondents, 

We have received a communication from Hartford, 
signed ‘* Inquirer after truth,” requesting an exposition 
of the 4—6 and 11— 16 verses of Jude. Any thing from 
any of our corresponents on these passages will be thank- 
fully received. We would inform ‘ Inquirer after truth,’ 
that his request ought to have come to us free of post- 
age. And that if he is a reader of the Magazine, as he 
says he is, he should have recollected what we have al- 
ready said relative to part of what his subject embraces. 


+o 


Nos. 2, 3, 30, 32, 46, 54. 

A generous price will be given at This Office for Nos. 
2, 3, 30, 32, 46 and 51, of the Ist volume of the Uni- 
versalist Magazine. 

= eee 
MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Thomas 


Britton to Miss Mahala Williams,—Mr. Jacob G. L. 
Libbey to Miss Elizabeth Simonds, 


———= 


DIED, 
In this town, Mr. James Trask, aged 68:—Eliza Ann, 
daughter of Horatio Bass, 10 mo.—Mr. Frazier Gard- 
ner.—Mr. John ‘lileston, 45.—Mrs. Hannah Cordwell, 
49.—Mrs. Charlotte Seton, 37.—Mr. Caleb Whiting. 
In New Orleans, Hon. Winthrop Sargent, formerly 
of this State, a conspicuous officer of the revolution. 














In Bridgwater, Isaachar Small, Esq. aged 89. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





ODE, 


SUNG AT THE CELEBRATION OF AMERICAN INDE- 


PENDEDCE, AT BOSTON, JULY 4, 1820. 


ARISE, ye millions, through tie land, 
And loud prolong the lay, 

And sing in one karmon’ous band, 
Our nation’s natal day. 


To the all merciful and wise, 
Who brought the tyrant low, 

Let gratitude in anthems rise, 
And ev’ry passion flow. 


Beneath your feet, Columb’ans, see 
Oppression’s broken chain ; 

And shout a nation born, and free, 
Who IispEPENDENCE claim. 


O think on him, whose wings were spread, 
To guard our hero band, 

And sat a shield upon the head 
Of those who sav’d our land. 


From north to south, from east to west, 
Through our extensive coast, 

With equal laws and freedom blest, 
We INDEPENDENCE boast. 


‘Nor shall these rights, thgprice of blood, 
Be ever thrown wy i 

While waters wave, or for€sts bud, 
Or sun reflects a ray. B. 
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MAN WAS MADE TO MOURN. 


WHEN chill November’s surly blast 
Made fields and forests bare, 

One ev’ning as | wand’red forth 
Along the banks of Ayr, 

I spy’d a man, whose aged step 
Seem’d weary, worn with care ; 

His face was furrow’d o’er with years, 
And hoary was his hair. 


Young stranger, whither wand’rest thou! 
(Began the rev’rend Sage ;) 
oes thirst of wealth thy step constrain, 
Or youthful Pleasure’s rage? 

Or haply, prest with cares and woes, 
Too soon thou hast began 
© wander forth, with me, to mourn 
The miseries of man. 


The Sun that overhangs yon moors, 
Out- jing far and wide, 
Where hundreds labor to support 


A haughty lordling’s pride ; 
Pve seen a weary winter-sum 
Twice forty times retarn ; 
And ev’ry time has added proofs. 


That man was made to mourn. 


O man! while in thy early years, 
How prodigal of time! 

Mis-spending all thy precious hours, 
Thy glorious youthful prime! 

Alternate follies take the sway ; 
Licentious passions burn ; 

Which tenfold force gives nature’s law, 
That man was made to mourn. 


Look not alone on youthful prime, 
Or manhood’s active might ; 
Man ‘then is useful to bis kind, 
Supported is his right. 
But see him on the edge of life, 
With cares and sorrows worn, 
Then age and want, ob! ill-match’d pair! 
Show man was made to mourn. 


A few seem favourites of fate, 
In pleasure’s lap carest ; 

Yet, think not afl the rich and great 
Are likewise truly blest. 

Bat, ob ! what crowds in ev’ry land, 
Are wretclied and forlorn. 

Thro’ weary life this lesson learn, 
That man was made to mourn. 


Many and sharp the num’rous ills 
Inwoven with our frame! 

More pointed still we make ourselves, 
Regret, remorse, and shame! 









And man, whose heav’n erected face, 
The smiles of love adorn, 

Man’s inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn! 


See yonder poor, o’er-labour’d wight, 
So abject, mean, and vile, 
Who begs a brother of the eurth 
To give him leave to toil; 
And see his lordly feilow- worm 
The poor petition spurn, 
Unmindful, tho’ a weeping wife, 
And helpless offspring mourn. 


If Vm design’d yon loraling’s slave, 
By neture’s law design’d, 

Why was an independeat wish 
E’re planted in my mind? 

If not, why am I subject to 
His cruelty, dr scorn? 

Or why has man the will and pow’r 
To make his fellow mourn ? 


Yet, let not this too much, my Son, 

_ Disturb thy youthful breast ; 

This partial view of human-kind 
Is surely not the last! 

The poor, oppressed, honest man, 
Had never, sure, been born, 

Hac there not been some recompence 
To comfort those that mourn ! 


O Death! the poor man’s dearest friend, 
The kindest end tle best! 

Welcome the hour my aged limbs 
Are laid with thee at rest! 

The Great, the Wealthy, fear thy blow, 
From pomp and pleasure torn ; 

But, Oh! a blest relief to those 
That weary-laden mourn! 








FROM THE (N. ¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 


MORALITY. 


Iv has become common to a proverb with the ene- 
mies and opposers of the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, to bring as an objection against this God-honoring 
and man-restoring system, the evil consequences which 
they conceive naturally result from it. They say, it is 
productive of licentiousness, and opens a floodgate for 
all kinds of debauchery and wickedness to rush upon 
the world, and deluge it with moral corruption. ut 
the *‘ author and finisher of our faith” be praised, that 
this objection is unfounded in reason ; neither can any 
such inference he brought from the book of nature, and 
it is clearly disproved in the revealed word of God. Is 
it not natural and reasonable for us to love, respect, 
and listen to the advice and instruction of those who we 
have the strongest evidence to believe are our sincere 
friends? Has no‘ the Almighty Father, the great Archi- 
tect of the universe, written in indelible characters in 
the book of nature the principle, that like begets its like? 
And has not an inspired apostle to the Gentiles, express- 





ly declared in the holy scriptures, that ‘* we love God | 


because he first loved us 7” Hence the morality which 
is the consequence of the doctrine of Universal salvation, 
and which is produced by the unlimited and impartial 
goodness of God,—the morality which is generated and 
cherished by the knowledge and belief of the truth that 
** God is the Saviour of all men, teaches us to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly and 
righteously in this present world.” It teaches us to love 
our enemies, and do good to them that hate us. The 
Universal Salvation of God our Saviour, not only teach- 
es us the purest principles of morality, but also instructs 
us, that it is our duty and our happiness to practise the 
Divine commands. It is our joy and delight, our hap- 
piness to endeavour to live, as far as in us lies, agreeable 
to the moral purity of the law of God. Yet we must 
acknowledge with the inspired penman, that we “find 
another law in our members, ‘warring against the law 
of our minds, and bringing us into captivity to the law 
of sin, which is in our members, so that when we would 


eaved at last. » y them, fo: w not what 
they say. It is thase who are igi! {the woll of 
God concerning the family of mau; those whe are 
strangers to the Saviour and bis righteousness : those 
who have not received, or have vot been born in their 
understanding to the Knowledge of the truth ; those, 
and those only, stamp the (aespel of God with this un- 
holy stigma, by saying, tat it produces hcentiouness, 


If all beyond the erave were one vast void of non-exis- 
; 


tence; if ihe gloomy doctrine of annibilation were 
trae, and met should be as though he had never been, 
—siitltoe path of virtue is far preferable to the deceit- 
Mid meve of sinfel mirth, It has been well said, that 
rirlis (s own reward; it gives pleasure, peace, and 


hoppioces fo Lhose who pursue it; but sin soon stingeth 
its pursuers with the keenest pain. They, therefore, 
who look for pleasure and happiness, in sinful scenes 
of revelry, will ultimately tind that they have deceived 
themeelves, and that the way of transgressors is hard, 
sut to Hiustrate the moral tendency of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, permit me to ask, what weuld 
be the feelings of any man, who by misfortune should 
become a slave in a foreign land, fettered with chains 
and subjected to the goading stingsof the lash of a 
cruel taskmaster, and his lodging, a dark, gloomy, and 
loathsome prison? I ask, what would be the feelings 
of a man in this situation, with scarcely a hope that he, 
by his own exertions, would ever be able to regain his 
liberty, when at the moment he was brooding over his 
misery, he should hear the massy door of his dungeon 
grate upon its hinges, and behold a form and counte 
nance approaching him, beaming with humanity,—and 
was to hear him say, with angelic voice, I have re- 
deemed you, and paid the price of your ransom,—I 
have come to loose your fetters and restore you to 
liberty. He frees him frem his chains, raises him from 
his cold and sickly bed; bears him from this miserable 
scene of wretchedness, to the Jand of his nativity, and 
restores him to the enjoyment of his kindred and friends. 
This being done, I ask, would not the big tear of love 
and affection fall from his watery eye, and he be ready 
to clasp in his arms, in speechless gratitude, him who 
had thus redeemed him? Would not his heart palpi- 
tate with the kindest emotions of regard, at the re- 
inembrance of his deliverer? 1 answer, yes,—it is not 
in man, who is rational, to be ungrateful for such sig- 
nal deliverance. What is the present situation of the 
human family? Are they not strangers and foreigners 
onthe earth? Are they not the bond slaves of sin? 
and are they not bound by the chains of darkness in 
the prison of unbelief? And is not heaven and para- 
dise the place of their nativity? I again answer these 
questions in the affirmative, and in the fulness of my 
heart, | exclaim, ** Hear, O heaven, behold and be 
glad, O earth,” for Jesus has given himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time. If man is grateful 
to his temporal benefactor and deliverer, what must be 
his sensations, when he is brought, by the grace of 
God, tosee that he was bound by the chains of iniqui- 
ty, in the deep and gloomy cell of ignorance and un- 
belief, to behold from afar the summit of Calvary, and 
there witness the price, the ransom that was paid to 





| free all mankind from the bondage of sin and death ; 
,to ‘+ open the prison doors, to proclaim liberty to the 
| captives, to bind up the broken-hearted, to comfort all 
that mourn??? Who that thus beholds the Lord of 
| life and glory crucified, and hears him say, even of his 
| murderers, ‘* Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,” and bears him exclaim in his expiring 
‘moments, It is finished ;—who that views him tasting 
_death for every man, anc believes himself the saved 
, of the Lord, without condition or price on his part, 
_ will divest himself of gratitude,and ‘‘sin that grace may 
abound ?” If the recollection of a temporal saviour will 
cause feelings of gratitude to rise within us, how much 
“more will the remembrance of him who saved us with 
an everlasting salvation, fill our hearts with graitude, 
love, and praise to him, who bore the sin of the whole 
world in his body on the tree. If the knowledge of the 
true character of God,—the knowledgé of his will con- 
‘cerning us,—and the belief that he works all things af- 
| ter the counsel of his own will, tends to produce and 


do good, evil is present with us.” We do not contend | cultivate the spirit of love in us, in the same extent, 
that we have, or that we can attain to the perfection of: good morals will follow as a natural consequence. And 


moral purity while in the flesh; but we do contend that 
the doctrine of Universal salvation, when believed in, 
and understood, will have an inexpressibly greater ten- 
dency to reform and moralize its proselytes, than the 
belief in any other religious doctrine that ever has or 
will be taught. Our opposers have frequently déclar- 
ed, that if they believed as we do, they would loose 
the reins of their passions, and riot in sin; and to jus 
tify their language, they say, it will make no diflerence- 
we may live as we please, for we are sure of being, 






; when this benighted world shall behold the Son of 
Righteousness arise, with healing in his wings, and see 
the extent of the salvation of Jesus, we shail then hear 

_the whole family of man exclaim, like the once unbe- 

i hieving Thomas, ** My Lord and my God.” 

‘Lhe love of God creates in us 

A spirit like his own ; 

Morality the consequence, 

And beaven our final home. 















